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makes Comgall belong to the' catholic priests/
or second order of the Celtic church: that is,
to the period of St. Columba and the Bren-
dans, 543-99 A.D. (TiEECHANap. Haddan and
Stubbs, ii. pt. ii. 292-3). ComgalTs name oc-
curs at the same date in the Drummond Missal
(llth or 12th cent. ?), but, strangely enough,
it is omitted in several of the calendars pub-
lished by Bishop Forbes ("WABEEIT, Lit. of
Celt. CL pref. pp. ii, iv, 14; FORBES, Cal. of
- Scot. Sain ts ad diem,). On the other hand, this
saint is entered in the Stowe Missal (early
llth century), and in the rnartyrology of
Tamlacht (Stowe Missal, ap. WABREST, pp. 98,
238, 240; ^.5^. 679).

Comgall must thus have lived in the latter
half of the sixth century, and his memory
was 'preserved in every century from the se-
venth to the twelfth. At this last date his
monastery of Bangor was in ruins, but St.
Bernard even then knew that Comgall had
founded it, and that St. Columbanus had
been one of his disciples here. Jocelin, a few
years later, commemorates a still more strik-
ing tradition, which he may have derived
from the 'Acta Comgalli7 to which he refers
(BEEN^ED in Fit. Mai c. 6; JOCELIN in Vit.
Patridi^ cxi. 561, ap. A.SS. March 17). - The
handwriting of the earliest manuscript life of
Comgall seems to date from the next century,
the thirteenth, but there can be little doubt
that the legends or history contained in this
life reach back to a much earlier period,
(Ho,DY, Catalogue, i. 164).

According to his anonymous biographers,
Comgall was a native of Dalraidia in Ulster.
(Hence/ says Dr. Reeves, 'he was a Pict
"by birth.7 His father's name was Sethna,
one of the prince of Dalraidia's warriors; Ms
mother's Brigh or Briga. According to the
testimony of almost all the Irish annals, Ms
"birth must be placed between 510 and 520.
His birth (at Magheramorne in Antrim), ac-
cording to the current legend, was foretold
by Macnesius, bishop of\ Connor (ap. BOIL.
3 Sept 10 May). His early days were spent
in military service, from which, however, he
was soon released by the prince of Dalraidia,
who perceived his call to a spiritual life
(Vit. ii. ap.Boix.) After studying1 letters in
Ms own neighbourhood for a time, he with-
drew to the monastery of St. Pinian at Clone-
nagh, who, however, seems to have been born
later than his illustrious pupil (ib. i. and ii
with which cf. Diet of Chr. Biog. ii. 519
according to which Olonenagh was foundec
about 548 A.D,) Here he stayed for severa
years before passing on to St. Ciaran's foun
dation at Clonmacnois, where he likewise re
mained some time (Vit. ii.) As St. Ciaran
died in 549, we are here involved in a chro

nological difficulty, more especially if we may
rust Dr. Reeves's statement that Comgall, ia
ompany with St. Columba and St. Cainnech?
was a pupil of St. Finian's at Clonard, and
)f Mobhi Clairenach at Grlasnevin in or before
>44 L.D. (Life of St. Columba, pref. xxxv).
On leaving St. Ciaran, Comgall returned
o Ms own country, was ordained deacon
and priest by a bishop named Ltigidus, and
perambulated Ms native land preaching. He
s next found on an island fC[U3e  cScitur
custodiaria' on Lough Erne with a few com-
panions, many of whom the strictness of his
rule killed.   He was dissuaded from passing
over to Britain by the prayers of Lugidus
and others, and was content to satisfy his
zeal for religion by the foundation of many
cells or monasteries in his own country.   Of
these the most famous was that of Bangor,
near the bay of Carrickfergus (Vita, i. ii.)
According to the Irish Annals, this latter must
lave been founded about 552 A.D. or earlier.
Ussher, however, would refer this event to
555 A.D. or 559 A.D., and most modern scho-
lars have practically accepted his decision
(558 A.D.) (USSHEB, 494-5; with which cf.
the various annals sub 602, 601, &c.) From
Adamnan we learn that St. Columba and
Comgall used to pay each other frequent
visits, and that the latter was acquainted
with St. Cainnech, St. Brendan, and St. Cor-
mac, in whose company he received the Eu-
charist from Columba inHenba (Vita Col.
i. c. 85, iii. co. 14,18). In the second life of
Comgall we find that he was Cohunba's com-
panion on Ms famous visit to the Pictish
king Brude (cf. AJJAMNTAN, ii. c. 36).   Other
friends were Finbarr of Moyville (Vita, ii.
26), St. Lugidus of Olonfert, whom Comgall
called from feeding the flocks (A.S/S. 4 Aug.),
and St. Coemgen (3 June).   To this list the
' Dictionary of Christian Biography' adds
many other names (i. 608-9). A distinguished
penitent who came to spend Ms last days with
Comgall at Bangor was Cormac, the son of
Diarmed, king of Kinsellach (south-east of
Leinster) (Vita, Com. ii. 40; cf. Vit.Fintan,
17 Feb. c. 20).    On two occasions we find
Comgall practising a very ancient Irish cus-
tom: 'Then came St. Comgall to the fort
TraeMn, and fasted there against the king
that night' ( Vit. ii. 42, with wMch cf. 44,
and Sin H. MAJOT, Early Institutions, p. 41,
&c.)  Towards the close of his life Comgall is
said to have suffered extreme tortures. He re-
ceived the Eucharist from St. Eiachra, and
died on 10 May (Vital.}, in the eightieth
year of his age, according to the author of
' Vita ii.'   The Irish Annals are all agreed
in making Mm die on this day of the month,
but they differ as regards the year.    The